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R OF PE{JPLE AGAINST RIO TINTO ZINC AND

PARTiZANS LOSLS CASE

to run a railroad!

It had all the making of Hizh Drama - or low farce,

Two articulate,urbane shareholders »itchinz their wits
and superior intelligence agzainst the infamous Rio

Tinto Zine Corpormtion ple. Zach morning for three days
they arrived om the steps.of estoinster County Court:
PZTE LIHHARD carrying his voluminous exhibits in a panier
on his bike...tha Francophone Dave de Beret walzinz into
court, decaptively thin om the documents,but arguments
and dsclarations written all over his face...

Then thers was the Mdassed Picket orzanised by Flying iy
Partizans,which never dropped belew half a dozen stel-
warts... And the world's press,of course - keeping the
telexes busy from Tripoli to Timbuctoo.

Technically the case was one of assault - alleged
by two shareholders against RT-2 after their illegal
removal from the I982 a.g.m. This fooled no-ome! RT-Z
hauled in a lmrrister from the start,and by the time
the case was up for arbitration,four other lezal eazles
hovered arcund the spoils. For their part, Pete and
Dave cleansd out their pockets,and still deeper they
will yet have to dig.

Aegistrar Dennis McDonnell,though half-deaf and
turning a blind eye to many arguments,alsc knew perfect-
ly well whatit was all about, Rather naughtily declaring
at the start that he didn't want to know anythinz about
Partizans (even that he'd never heard of 3T-Z!) he then
conducted the proceedings as if he were an avid (uardian
reader all his 1ife, - _ )

If the pl!intiffs cmld prmra Lhat tha}r’d haan
Wrongfully ejected from the a.g.n.,it fellowed they were
rightfully trying to get company businessresumed,and in
particular gquestioning of the company's activities in
Australias. Sueccess wouldn't necessarily chanze the world,
but it would certainly =make it more difficult for company
chair persons in future to reilrcad minority shareholders.

And on the other hand, if the plaintiffs lost,it
wasn 't necessarily because the company had scted legally
let alone morally: but becmuse they couldn't actually
prove they were entitled to be in & certain place at a
cortain time when the chairperson formally closed the
business.

Ho way

The claim
by defendants that they were waiting for a poll on
directors' to be properly conducted was countered by

As it turned out they couldn't.

the Registrar deciding the 'chacs' cbviated the proper
procaedures, Once the Reglstrar decided that it was the
dissidents who caused the chaos,rather than the chair
by arbitrarily closinz the meetinz,the outcope was
pradictable.

On the evidence submitted by the plaintiffs an

_ unbiased Fegistrar would not have taken this view.

DALY the plaintiffs brought independant sharsholders to
testify about the chair's behaviour.And the only witness
of any independence to appear for the cospany (all the
rest vere company employees or security personnel) was

a polices inspector who actually supported the plaint!

Ha stated clearly that he'd instructed his men not to
remove any sharsholders not demcnstrating on the plat-
form,and had informed the security chief that,in his
view,noc shareholders in the body of the peetinz should
be touched,

But Dennis lcDonell clung te the assuaption ne'd secretly
charished all alons (ne deubt}: that a compeany as biz and
wealtay and wellknown as AT-Z couldn't posaibly bend the
rules or rescrt to roughhouainz,to silence its ecritics.
If such regrettable incidents did occurr,then it must be
the plaintiffs fault for proveking them., If they'd had a
reascnable attitude, of course AT-Z would have done the
right thinz by them: as it is, {ATZ didn't have a chance!
There's no right of appeal froa the Registrar's
arbitration. The case could be taken to the Hizh Sourt,
but it was precisely because of the enormous expense in-
volved, that Pete and Davedecided agalnat this last year.

As it dia.the LINARD-BIRRY DZFZNCE FINID is exhaustad,
and costs jave lean awarded ggainst the plaintiffs which
could come to several hundred pounds.

T3 LINHARD-3E37Y DEFENCE FUND IS STILL OPZH) Please oake

chgues payable to the Fund and send to: 213 Liverpool 3d.,

London NI ILE. TEANKYOU!

INSIDE

Rio Tiﬁtu Grosso
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L
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RTZ SENT PACKING BY KIWIS !
Conservationists win

"prags” 21/4/84 New Zealand

mlnlng appeal

PA

Conservationists have
won another appeal againat
a prospecting application I:Iy
the Australian
national mining company,
Conzine Riotinto.

The Planning Tribunal on
Thursday recommended
that the company's applica-
tion to in more
than 3576 hectares of forest
near Reefton should not be
granted.

The tribunal had earlier
recommended thal the Min-
ister of Energy. Mr Birch,
nol grant Conzinc Riotinto
prospecting rights over an
area in Golden Bay.

Both cases come after
appeals by the Native For-
ests Action Council.

The Reefton application
covered mountaipous coun-
try in the southern part of
the Victoria Range between
the Inangahua and Grey
rivers which is part of
the Victoria State Forest
Park.

Conrine's interest centred
on the former Alexander
River mine and would have

involved bl earthmov-
ing. dri.lth':g. the fellin
of up to substantia

lrees in :I.camd ilres.

But its proposals — and
epvironmental assessment
— were ﬂmn{l:.r eriticised
by the tribuna

According to the tribunal,
the ‘company showed “little

concern for the environmen-
tal effects of the

It described Conzine's en-
vironmental assessment as
“inadequate” and said .that
the company showed “mo
willingness to minimise the
environmental impact In
any of the various ways
adopted by them for.pros-
pecting licences in similar
areas of land elsewhere In
the country.”

The president of the For-
ests  Action Councll, Miss
Gurenpy Davis, 2aid that the
tribunal's recommendations
sel new standards for the
protection of the environ-
ment and the control and
supervision of mineral pros-

pecting.

“These decisions will give
the pablic some confidence
that the Government's new
mining legislation is start-

ing to bite” Miss Davis
sald.

But she also
concern al the fac-

ing objectors who appeal
against applications by the
bigger mining companies.
Fees and expenses for
lawyers, sclentists, and
otker professionals ran into
thousands of dollars.

“It worries me thal the
public interest ls not being
safeguarded by Government
departments. Theres s no
significant hlndln: source
for ke ours lo en-
able us wt our work on

AXE WHACKS AMAX

AMAX - seourge of the Jishza peopnle of 3rit-

the Aborigines of Hoonkanbah
- has bpeen refused planning pernission to open
7est tungsten mine in Western
Zurope.at a zite tuo niles from the Dartooor

izh Coloabia and
up the big

Hational Park.

This came after a three-year public

enguiry

able.

wheh revealed "compelling environ-
mental objections® and despite an
who secaed to lean over backwmrds
an 'alternative' scheme which would be accept-

Financial Tiazes 4/4/84

Having your (yellow)cake -

inapector
to suzzest

to a stable and continuing
basis,” she said.
- The tribunal =aid that
Conzinc had shown no con-
cern about the damage lo
| enviroameni-
in the area
character of
the proposed condi-
ves us no confidence
cting can be
led to avold any
significant e. The

LITTLE KNOWN FAGTS

Pension funds:
Arthur league
backwards

The first atteapt to unilaterally re-direct
the huge resources in workers' pension funds,
f#om overseas investment to domastic use,from
South Africa and the US tc 'socially useful’
industry,and out of oil and zas - has failed.

The Vice Chancellor of the High Court,
Sir Robert Megarry trounced Arthur Scargill
of the ¥aticnal Union of Hinewerkers in nid-
April,claiming the dissident iiUM Fension
Fund trustees were ® not actinz in tha best
interestz of the fund's 350,000 beneficiaries
and were in breach of their lezal duty?

The NI trustees,five ih number,bad been
taken to court by five lational Coal Hoard
trustees who mada much of the "independent
advice" ziven them by conservative financ-
jers whose only rationale was to preserve the
zapitalist status guo.

But whether Arthur 3earzill ewen zorally
carried the day is open to question.Since
coming to power at the WlM,ha's recomaenced
investinz in bodies like Thedston's brewery,
Jaguar cars and the dirror Group. Some would
claim that this was perely a case of dressing
up an old duek to look like a new nut-roast.

The implications for other Pension
Fund trusteas who want to shelve their
dubious investments, =zeem to be,not that they
should now retreat,but that they should show
sose radical intentions about re-investing
workers' funds.

The West Yorkshire County Council have,at
last,decided to disinveat its RAT-Z shares,
according to information reaching Partizans
by & roundabout route. We wonder why they
haven't decided to make such of this decision
publicy...?

NO.1.

Sir Alistair Frame,RT-Z's chief
executive,is a former leader of
the UK Atomic Energy Authority,
The UKAEA once reportedly called
on RT-Z to "find uranium and save
civilisation?

and eating it

In February,Mike Tounsand,head of the British
Civil Uranium Procresent Organisation (BCUPO)
announced that supplies of Namibian uranium
would end with the current contract. He ment-
ioned only 'civil' supplies however- & fact
whidh stimulated Canue and othersa {nnt least
that hero of URENCO, Anthony Wagewood Benn-
gedrine,to declare that this didn't exelude
Neamibien uranivum continuirg to be usad for
military porposer. TIME OUT in an article on
February 9-I5th conjectured that Namibian
nranium was the only sourge for fuel for
Trident submarines. Unfortunately that
article was marred by seversl inacruraries-
not lesst the assu=ption thet Na=ibisn
vranium could he ssparated from other acurces
at the processing (into 'hex'latage: the

'appnsita is actually the cage.

In April Townasend stated that no Nemibian
uranivm was being (or would be) used for mil-
itary purposes,that the Sritish civil stock
pile was Seinzy cut oy half,and that future
supplias would coma froa Canada.

All this could be femsible,if the AZA
has its owm sizeable nilitary stockpile or
if vranium is bouzat from (say) Hizer,or
aven South Africa and therefore not covered
by the TPT. Perhaps instead of tryinz to
uncover the uniquely military purposes for
Yanibian uranium,.campaizners could better
expose the inextricable connections between
the 'civil' and "military' end-use of uran-
ium and azree that all supplies,froo vhatever
source,are unforgiveable and should bHe stopped .




Diversification Paying Off for RTZ

THE LOMDOM based Rie Tinto-Zine
Corp. has reported an impressive improve-
ment in annual results despite the low
prices for some important metals. Ner pro-
fits for the vear 1o December 31, 1983 were
up almost 67% o £172.5 million, from a
wrnover which, at £4,811 million, was
1% up on the 1982 figure (M7, Apnl 13,
p.257). However, the major part of this
increase came from rthe inclusion of Com-
alea's sales for the first time, Total group
assets  employed  rose significantly, to
L6099 rmilhon, and are now twice the
funds employed in 1980, Almost 46% of
these assets are employved in Australia and
Mew Zealand

RTYE group activitics were originally
concentrated almost exclusively on mining
but have been broadened and diversified in
recent  vears.  Vigorous  cosl culnng
programmes have reinforced the posinon
of many of the group's mines as low cos:
producers. Howewver, the overall cost of
raw materials and cansumables rose 30

Hamersley and Commonwealth Smeluing),
total operating costs reached £4,188 mil-
lion compared with £3,277 million in 1982,
With the generally improved trading con-
ditions the total number of emp]nyltes rosc
3,500 1o 73,844, although expenditure on
exploration and capital equipment fell 1o
pre-1981 levels. )
In the company’s annual report, chair-
man Sir Anthony Tuke comments that the
satisfactory results are all the more wel-
come because they have been achieved de-
spite the poor performance from many
metals. Sir Anthony explains the apparent
paradox  of weakening metal markes
accompanying economic  recovery by
pointing our that it is consumer spending
that has so far fuelled the recovery and the
mtermediate and capital goods indusiries
have been scarcely touched thus far. Con-
sequently aluminium, and to a lesser ex-

tent #zing, have done well, whilst other

metals have suffered from combinations of
high stockpiles, substitution and the relative

last  wvear and, despite  the cost weakness of the Europesn and Japancse
reducrion programmes  (notably at markerts.
— e

I WAS HUNCGRY

I WAS HUNGRY

I WAS HUNCGRY

from South America

I WaAaS HUMNGRY

I WAS RUNCGRY

I WAS HUNGRY

I WAS HUNGRY
but with YyOur money
I WA%S HUNGRY

while my land grows
your table

WHAT ARE YOU AFRATED

foregoing excessive

cplf-sufficiency?

| WAS HUNGRY

and you fed your animals with my food

and your transnationals planted your
winter tomatoes on our

and you wouldn't give up your steak

but they grow tea for you where rice
might grow for my daily meal

but you turned our sugar cane and
manioc into fuel for your cars

byt the waste from your factories is
poisoning the fishing grounds of the earth

you bought up my food

exotic fruits for

oF?

and harmful consumption?y
naving to change your attitudes?

the power of the politicians?

the work involwved in achiewving greater

the disapproving looks of your neighbours?
WHAT ARE ¥You AFRAID OF?
1 was hungry but you gave me no food

Aeproduced,with grateful thanks, from the
newsletter on transnationals,published by
the World Council of Churches CCPD,Dec.'83

best land

_Concern

Mg Journagl — May 4, 1384

North America led the recovery during
1983 and industrial ourpur there had re-
gained irs mid-1981 peak by the end of the
year. The recovery began to be reflected in
higher prices for some metals, aluminium
averaged £950v1 compared with £57571 in
1982 and zinc strengthened in the second
half 10 give a year's average of £543n
[L£484/1 in 1982). Precious metals also im-
proved, with copper averaging L1049
[£846/1) despite second half weakening.

These changes were reflected in the
breakdown of net profits attributable to
RTZ shareholders (see table). Copper and
gold developed signilicantly from a lass of
£4.2 million in 1982 1w a profit of £31.9
million in 1983, Similarly, aluminium per-
formed well, profits growing from £0.3
million to £24.7 million.

Of these profits, 34% accrued from the
UK., almost 20% from the U.S, and 13%
from Australia and New Zealand. Because
of its global actvines RTZ wviews with
the spread of protectionist
measures aganst metal imports. The
chairman, although understanding the
calls for protection against imports,
considers it a short term palliauve and a
weapon which has contributed materially
to the shrinkage of world markers.

The CRA group’s contribution to RTZ's
earungs (M7, March 2, p.148), helped by
devaluation of rthe Australian deollar in
March and improvements in productivity,
was £40.8 mullion as against £14.3 million
in 1982, Substanual losses in lead and zinc
mining and smelting were eliminated and
higher local currency realizations for
copper, gold and silver lifted carnings

from Bougainville (this issue p.307).
Iron  ore  shipments at  Hamersley
were |15% above |982 tonnages and

despite lower prices, earnings improved.
Comaleo benefited from: the subsmanuaily
higher aluminiurm price (M7, February 17,
p.113) and production capacity was
increased 1o 309,000 tfy.

RTZ Merals increased its carmings to
£24_3 mulhion. The improvement over the
previous year was due largely to profir
contributions from  the  aluminium
operations based on the one third interest
in Anglesey Aluminium and from the 49%
mterest in Rio Tinwe Minera; both of
which had incurred losses in 1982, The
uranium operations at Rio Algom I:M_?.
March 9, p.164) also did betrer than in
1982. Rio Algom plans to develop a3 un
mine al East Kemprville, Nova Scotia, at
an estimated cost of 3C150 million.
Production is scheduled for the end of
1985, Rossing Uranium's contriburion fell
to £14.6 millien, caused by lower uramum
prices, reduced deliveries and higher rax.

In the group's non-mining and smelting
activities RTZ Industries did  well,
increasing earnings from £20.9 million to
£42.7 millien, and RTZ Borax also
improved, with earnings up £10.1 million
at £56.4 malhon.

In accordance with RTZ's agreement
with the Australian Government, to
eventually reduce its interests in CRA 10
49%, the rights issue by CRA in May 1983
waz not fully taken up, and consequently
RTZ’s holdings were reduced from 37% (o
53%. This dilution of intecest gave risc toa
charge of £21.7 million as an extraordinary
item {the difference between its reduced
share of ner assets and proceeds of the
sale}.

RTZ raised £192 million during the year
from ordinary shareholders by a one for six
rights  issue.  With this increased
sharcholding of almost 30 million and
dividends up 2p 1o 1Bp/share, the cost of
erdinary dividends rose 32% 1o £54.5
million.




Sony battered in 132-hour AGM

BY YOKO SHIBATA 1M TGKYO

SONY CORPORATION, one nof
the world's leading electrical
goods manufacturers, yesterday
experienced one of the most
unsetiling of events for a major
Japanese company—a revolt by
its normally docile shareholders,

Hard hit by the recession in
the audio industry and by the
hammer blows delivered to its
video cassette recorder sales by
the rise of the rival VHS system,
the company had to face a 13i-
hour erdeal in front of zome
400 shareholdera, With both
net profits and group sales fall-
ing for the firat time eéver the
company had z lot of explaining
to do. :

In the past shareholders”
meetings in Japan have been

kept brief and orderly by the

presence of the Sakaiya, people
with nominal single share hold-
ings 'whl:l usually support enthu-
siastically the board's line on

Financiai

a0 =hareholdera stretched the
meeling to cover four breaks
far meals and tea and to set a
new record for AGMz in Japan.
The Sokaiya, It zeemed, had
switched sides from the com-
pany to the hard-pressed whole-
salers, whase marging have
been hit by lower demand for
the Sony's Betamax video
system,

Sony group sales in the :.fear
to October dropped by 0.3 per
cent to Y1,110bn ($4.73bn). Net
profits feil sharply, by 35 per
cent 1o Y28 8bn from Y45.8bn a
year earlier,

In the past sharehalders meet-
ings have lasted only some 10
to 15 minutes, with the Sokaiya
chanting. “ we agree”™ or " no
question™ in unison on all the
iternz on the agenda. Following
the passing of a new commer-
cial ende in Octaber 1882 the
role of the Sokaiya has been

LIMes weunegsuuy reoruary

3,500 of them.

In their forays Into corporate
meetings  the Sokaiya have
attained a_high level of business
ACUMEN
public speaking, and other use-
ful areas. Under the:guise of
being business consultants,
economlc . researchers,  or
journalists for business maga-
rines they were gble. o salicit
fees for their expanses in such

roles a3 they took at meetings.

Under the new law they are
unable. to have any commercial
link with cumplnias Any com-
pany giving money lo.a Sokaiya
is liable to a fine. up 1o a maxi-
mum  of " Y3I00,000- or a six
morithse prison sentence. The
result of this, for Soney, has
been to push the Sokalya in the
opposite direction—towards ask-
ing awkward questions and
prolonging meetings.. . . -

" One of the roots of the Sony

in -reading accounts,.

1 1954

and other equipment have
fallen in the fierce competition
with the Matsushita-developed
VHS system. In the vear to
October its video .sales fell by
36 per cent to Y43Thm -~

_Althoiigh’ the majority of
listed Japanese companles sup-
port the endlng of the Sokaiya's
influence over company meet-
ings, there still exists an under-
lying fear of their power. As

'manr as 41 per cent ul com-

panies surveyed by Dalwa
Secur.iﬁes stll llmed te maka
“accommodations " “with them
and company personnel wera
keen to observe how compet-
tors handled "AGMs after the
changes to the commercial code.
Tape recordings of meetings,
such ag that at Isury Motors—
one of the first after the law
changed—were passed around
to educate executives
Yesterday Sony was & wictim

of the tug-of-war with the
Sokaiya—the record length of
the meeting suggests that war
with thif group is not yet over.

WHO SAID THIS RUBBISH?

€ Andihat is what we are dong tenbay a0 Bossing ~ inroducing
and developing skills and cxpertise and frecing the country s
natural wealth. Frecing it, notso that it can be taken away and
stoied elsewhere lor someonce else's benedit, but frecing it so
that the country and its people may move lurther along the
path of progress and development. Tdon't think that I need
describe 1o any of you the position that would exist hercin
SWA/Namibia today il Rossing had no been developed, for
the level of economic activity would have been far less, the
degree of development more limited and the extent of
unemployment [ar greater had the natural wealth of Rossing
been left underground and umouched,,

problem’ with the Sokalya has
been the weakening of its posi-
tion In the YCR market. Sales
of itz Betamax tapes, recorders,

much  circumscribed.  Today
there are about 900 of these
still active—befnre the. code
amendments there were somke

every item on the agenda.
Yesterday the, = Sokalya

deserted the hgard, and aggres-

sive questons from some 20 to

-OUTRAGE!—

ALUN ROBERTS - well-known to Partizans
and all opponents of the South African
despotism in Namibia- just happens to he
the west's greatest expert on the Roesing
mine, Durins a trip there,earlier this
year,he was arrested on a trumped-up
charge by the South African police. Held
for five days,he was released when charages
were dropped. But as he left court,security
cops =seized him agzain,re-arresting him
under AG-9; the notorious "law" which
permits 30-day detention without charge,
followed by re-arrest

After 26 days in custody,and protests
from around the world, Alun was released.

During his detention in Windhoek, he'd
been interrogated by Mr. Murray,second in
command of security at the Rossine mine.
RT-Z denied any involvement with Alun's
arrest and persecution.

Thewsoon after his re-arrest he was
shown - by South African security cops-

a photo of himself taken at the RT-Z agm
in TI982.

In 1982 Anthony Tuke promised that any
such photos were purely for the RT-Z
company 'scrap book! Did someone steal
this photo? Or is Tuke a barefaced 1iar?

LITTLE KNOWN FACTS(2)

In I970,RT-Z contracted to

supply uranium fuel (as

UFé processed in Canada) to

the infamous Barsebick re-
actor,which has been the subject
of international protest in

Sweden (Wall Street Journal 4/6/70)

r_And lastly, the shareholders. There might be a tmdenq.- tosay

“Why worry about their interests? Thevh, side the
country and are un]y:akmguurmdﬁty” it=itis we
whuhavetakenthmrmunwandw?nﬁ:thf a great deal,
physically and morally, foritis really they who have made it
possible for Réssing to be established. Through the
shareholders we obtained the R350 million that was required
at very considerable risk and had to be spent belore Réssing
could produce a pound of uranium, Capital of this scale is just

. notavailable in the territory and. for the sake of furtherand
future investment in economic development, we must
establish a pattern whereby investors are assured of getting
their money back and are rewarded for their courage and
confidence. In this way, we shall be looking alter ourselves as
well as them,

That then outlines the Rossing ethos. As part ol the RTZ
Group, we are contributing to the strengthening and
economic development of the free waorld with a highly
developed sense of social responsibility. Within this country,
we are contributing towards the same things on a natiunal
scale and are, 1 hope, building Réssing into an integral and
living part of Namibia. contributing toits present and s
future.
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Japanese rescue workers recover a body after a 1981 explosion
thay killed #3 miners tn @ coal mine owned by Hokutan, a AMitswi
related company.

by John Roberts

TOKYO—0Omn January 18, §3 coal miners
died in a fire in the Ariake coal mine, part
of the huge Miike mining complex on the
southern Japanese island of Kyushu. The
entire mining complex is owned by the
Musui Coal Minming Company, a sub-
sidiary of the Mitsui conglomerate. Mitsui
had described the Ariake mine as the
safest in Japan.

Police investigators have charged the
company with negligence in the blaze,
which began when pieces of coal caught in
a conveyor belt were ignited by [riction.
Bui the failure of the mine's computer-
controlled safety system, and the
similarities to a 1963 disaster at the

Misawa mine in the same Mitsui complex,
have raised disturbing questions about the
company's commitment to safely and the
shortcomings
unions.

of Japaneze company

JAPAN

a2 time when the Japanese
government—at the urging
of U.5. oil companics—was
beginning to switch Japan's
energy sources from coal to
oil. Coal companies like
Mitsui were attempting to
consolidate their opera-
tions, phase out the least
profitable mines, and lay
off thousands of miners.

In 1960, however, the
Mitsui miners were
represented by Tanro, one
of the most militant unions
in Japan, well known for its
victorious 113-day strike
against Mitsui in 1953,
Choosing the Miike site for
a confrontation, Mitsui
provoked a strike by lock-
ing the union out and order-
ing the firing of union ac-
tivists. For over a year, the Miike mines
became the focal point of the still power-
ful Japanese labor movement, with tens
of thousands of unionists rallying in sup-
port of the Mitsui workers. But gradually
the struggle was isolated, and as support
from other unions faded, the resistance at
Miike crumbled. By 1962, the Tanro
union had been defeated, and—as in other
Japanese private industries—replaced

Police have charged
Mitsul with negligence In
a blaze that killed 83
coal miners.

with a pro-company, management-
dominated union.
Working conditions soon went down-

hill. Mitsui organized three cight hour

Mitsui mine disaster:
accident or crime?

area but was not reported to the police un-
til an hour later. At 5:30 the first advance
party entered the tunnels, but it was not
until 6:30—too late—that rescue opera-
tions were begun. The death toll of the ac-
cident was 458, the worst mine disaster in
posiwar Japan, while many more were
seriously hurt, Most of the casualties,
however, were from suffocation or car-
bon monoxide poisoning due (o inade-
guate ventilation and the delay in rescue
operations. The explosion itsell was at-
tributed to the failure of a neglected pro-
tective spray system,

It was a very similar siory in 1984 at the
adjacent Ariake mine, which funs outl
under the ocean for nearly three
kilometers. Once again, Mitsui was strug-
gling 1o regain profitability—the company
suffered a net loss of 52 million in
1983—by cutting labor costs. Miners
quoted in local mewspapers suspect that
the conveyor belt that caused the fire
might have burned because of the increas-
ed production ordered by the company.,

Perhaps because of the sophisticated
safety eguipment, fire drills had been
discontinued, and evacuation drills were
perfunctory. The equipment was basically
good, but poorly maintained. Water
sprinklers had been shut off (o protect the
quality of the coal. Investigators
discovered that smoke detecting devices
failed to operate, -and that deviges de-
signed to locate toxic fumes were slow Lo
activate.

Maost atrocious was the delay in taking
action after the fire was discovered. One
miner says he detected the fire at 1:50
p.m. and alerted the control center, which
ook no action. Mo fire extinguishers were
available to fight the fire. Evacuation
orders were delaved and contradictory. It
was not until 6:00 p.m. that the local
police were notified. Of the 707 miners in
the pit, 614 managed 10 escape but 93
were trapped in smoke-filled shafts, and

831 died of suffocation or carbon monox-
ide poisoning, indicating serious deficien-
cies in the ventilating system.

Of the B} dead, only 37 were union
members, and most of the others were
unorganized employees of outside con-
tractors, perhaps less experienced than
regular employees. 1

Although the paolice suspect eriminal

shifts a day with no time allotted for in-
“spection.
The underground explosion, caused by
coal dust, occurred on Movember 9, 1963,
at 3:15 pm. It was felt throughout the

his article is abridged from the MULTI-
TATIONAL MONITOR (April '84).

As well as being 8 major Japanese
:nal=miner MITSUI alsc prospects for
ranium in Canada,mines on Aboriginal
land in Australia and has furcher int-
irasts in dubiows projects on nat ive
land in South Amrica.rn'_d%nesie and the

*hilippines

The all-wlite Mine Workers' Union

A riot by workers al Anglo Aracrican
Corp.'s Free State Geduld gold minc on
February 20 will be officially invesu-
gated. During the disorder, 10 workers
were injured. and danuige amounting W
hundreds of thousands of dollars was
donc 1o mine property. According 1o the
South African police, the riot broke oul
when workers were searched by police
for marijuana, However, the National
Linion of Mincworkers says that the riol
was Lriggered by the death on February
15 of a black worker who had been
allegedly assaubied by mine sccunty
officials. Anglo American clioms no
knowledpe of the death

(MWL will contimue o be allowed o
operate in Bophuthatswana despile pas-
sage on Murch & of the state’s Industirial
Conciliation Act, prohibiting the opera-
tion of [oreign {meaning South Afncan)
unions_in the terrnory. Black unions,
such as the National Union of Mine-
workers, have been banned (rom Bophu-
thatswana and only indigenous unions
permutied 1o operate. The MWL will
continue 1o negotiate terms of employ-

memt for its members with the 1wo
plitinum nuning companics. [mpala
and Rustenburg. the largest mimng

groups there, according 10 MWL pener-
al seeretary, Arrie Paulus

€ErM) cuovw s

negligence, the possibility of prosecution
of Mitsui officials is remote. As in the
past, management! |5 scrambling
desperately 1o cover up its negligence,
confident of government sympathy, In the
19613 disasier, even before an investigation
began, the cabinet announced that Mitsui
Mining would receive a governmental loan
of one billion yen (52.8 million) to com-
pensate the victims, and threats of pro-
seculion came to nothing.

Laber, as expected, is grumbling quiet-
ly. Muranaka Tohiyuki, president of the
Mitsui company union, said after the
tragedy that he had “asked" the manage-
ment to open the sprinkler valves, whose
proper functioning would have prevented
or extinguished the fire




Reviews

Only solution is dissolution!

URANIUM ENRICHMENT AND NUCLEAR WEAPON PRO-
LIFERATION Krass,Boksea et al SIPRI '83 -

An excellent introduction to the concealed
horros of uranius snrichment,this SIPRI
publication nonsthelesa has flaws. They
mainly relate to the authors' opinion,.ref- i
lected by SIPRI's chief Frank Barnaby,that
zmodarn nuclear proliferation can be checked

- if only we sstablish international "reg-
imas® for U-235 production,plutonium-239
storags atc,

But of course, it ia precisely because
noons wants to follow such regimss that
3rd world 'maverick' nations like India,
Pakistan,Argentina,Brazil, have gone along
the nuclear road alone. Worse- the existing
Nuclear Nonpreolifarstion Tresty i+ brokon
regularly by thoase nations which pozaesa
stomic weapons openly.(The recent furore
over the British-US 'swap' of highly en-
riched uranium and plutonium is but one .
axampls of this.) Thosa that have it shall
kesp it < and to those that have not,it
shall be sold (at & price),

Hovhere is this more true than in the
field of uranium enrichment - that crucial
process of creatirg Lissiona ble mdterial
for most nuclear reactors,which can also
be refined to make the raw stuff for bombs.
France and China both axploded high enrich-
ed uranjum bombs at the commencement of
thelr weapons programmes.And if we include
Pakistan (which stole from URENCO),Brazil
(which has received URENCO U-235) Argent-
ina (which has sxchanged with Brazil}Irag
(which has received suppliss of Arazilian
HEU) among the pirate nuclear waapona
powara, they've all been assisted to a
greater or lesser degres by the existence
of U=235 technology and materiel.

This book shows that, 1if we exclude
sophisticated forss of enrichment,llke
laser,chemical and plasma methods of
fseparating the fissionable isctope,and
if we exclude gas diffusion technology as
too costly and dated - then the gas centr-
ifuge technique iz now the meost "prolifer
atabls™ one. This was a fact recogniaed
by ex-head of the AEA- (now head of the
CEGB) Walter Marshall,a few years back,
Only Marashall,.in pointing out the dangers
of U-235 was actually trying to mask the
threat of a plutonium 'economy!

Japan and the US,among others, have
besn experimenting (and indeed using)
thair own forma of ultra-centrifuges.But
it ia URENCO which has advanced the art
inte a cosmercial state.and is trying to
sel]l it worldwide. URENCO is a joint
British-Dutch-West German consortium.
Britaird s BNFL holds a third of the ent-
arprisa,

Moresover ,URENCO's plant at Capenhurst in
Cheshire is now tha only U-235 facility in
Britain (the old gas diffusion plant having

LITRTLE KNOWN FACTS (3)

U5 Horax, AT-Z's bizgest US subsidiary is
the wests; biggest producer of BOROGY.

Gpron is used for many purposes - not least
toc control the rate of nuclear reactions in
atomic reactors,

closed down two years ago.) The Ministry of
Defence is currently building a new URENCO
facllity to manufwcture high enriched uran-
lum for Trident submarine fusl asssmblisa:

a decision which,an MoD spokesman has already
agreed,could asajist the manufacture of nuclear
warheads.

AT7's part in this unholy business is not
a minor one.Apart from providing,until this
year, the biggest singles ascurce of URENCO
uranium,from the Roasing wmine,it alao holda
I8% in Nukem which is a major sharsholdar in
Uranit- which owns the lion's share of the
West Cearman part of URENCO.

Because uranium enrichment is such a cost-
ly process,(in radical scological terma,it
ir arg-akly the wosi wasteful partol the
nuclear chain) those who control it have to
look increasingly for overseas markets,to
cut thelr costs. And increasingly they won't
worry oversuch about where they sell.Two
years age,for sxample, URENCO 'floated' a
tals that it was aelling U-235 to Taiwan.

In fmct it wvaen't (RTZ instead was selling
uraniuas to the military diecatorship which
has made no secret of its desire to get a
bomb.) A cynical sbasrver might conclude,
howaver that,had the reaction been leaa
negative, URENCO would have had no scruples
about a Tajwan desl,

The only answer to such extrapolating
danger is not the centralisation of the
threat,but the abolition of the entire
caboosh. (R.M.)

Keep your balls
to yourself

The North West Transnationals Project is a
pioneer in encouraging British Trade Unions
to face up to their responsibility for cont-
inuing Impoverishment and de-stabiliszation
of the 'third world! It doss so by brining
togather overseas uniloniscs and other activ-
izts holding day schools,and parcicipating
in some direct sction (e.g. & recent pickst
af R‘mtrm-#lg:kintmh.)

At one level, the loss of jobz in (say)
Marseyside is clearly caused by the decision
of a multinational to rip-off the worksrs
in (say) the Philippines and benefit froam
tax holidays, free-trade zoning,low wages,
non-existent workers and enviponmental

protectjon. But.while third world workers
sean quite clear that they don't want the
Dunlops of this world on their doorstep

{*No tennis balls!" is the cry in the
Philippines),it"s far from clear that Brit-
ish workers want much more than their exist-
ing jobs,with better pay and conditions,
turning out the same dangerous or useless
rubbish,by processes which = virtuslly without
sxcaptfon - carry their own deadweight of dis-
ease and increased mortaility.

This report carries no discussion of alter-
natives to mnc's hor how workers can control
not jfust the productivity or markstting of
& commodity,but the product itself.Since such
discussions are well underway in trade union
circlas in Australias.the US and Canada, why
not in Bricain? - {R.M.)

NORTH WEST TRANSHATIONALS PROJECT REPORT I984
From:Shanti, 300 Oxford Rd., Manchester MI3 9NS




Scot of the RTZinc

PARTiIZANS
PROEILE

Aljistair Frame is RTZ's chief executive. Rather than the 'power behind the scenes’
Frame is - you' might say - the scenes behind the power. He has more fingers in more
dubious pies than most corporate hish-fliers. A Thatcher ’prnt&gg'- who could get
almost any post in nationalised industryv he wished under the present resime,Frame
is married to nuclear power,devoted to Rio Tinto and a foe,even of the wishy-washy
liberalism touted by his chair,Anthony Tuke. If there's one thing Frame ha tes

it 's people like us. So - in order to better know our enemy - this page is devoted
Lo recent utterances from the shy,retiring (will he ever?) Cambridge-trained Scot
who's the real supremo of Britain's most hated corporation.

%o, as RTZ is becoming lJess
of a mining company, what s it
becomling mare of? .

“We're consiantly looking
for small companies, primarily
private owned, where oiur rort
of management philosophy Fis
in: highly - decestralised wvom-
panies, profit-motivated and
cipable of expandiog their
whole Tanpe of business by
organic  prowth™ says  Sir
Alistair, They are likely 1o
be in sectors where RTZ already
hig an Invelvement—engineer-
ing, construction malerials,
speciality chemiczls and meml
fabricattfon—but ha does not
='s gut a depariure ol some-

: entirely different ;
. sfostly, he adde, these acqui-
gltions will be In the UK, where
1the company still lacks sufficient
presence to provide reazonable
tax cover for s repamristed

ferelgn eamnings, and in 1he
LS At present, 30,7 per cent
of RTZs £3.7bn annual turm-
‘gver ig in the UK and 119 per
‘cent ‘m the US The second
largert source of business—
Australia, with 22.9 per cont of
sales—I1s sel to fall in propor-
tionate terms: a reflection both
of RTZ's caulion sbout some of
its traditional businesses, s
worTHs about the Awstralian
economy and the propressive
reduction of e glake in CRA,
in ne with Australian Govern-
ment policy on forvipgn invest-
meot.

“Wearly half 1the [group's
assels are o Australla and we
haven't beea performing too
well for many reasons: the high
cost of Jabowr, overmanning,
low commodity prices and the
fact that the Japanese, over the
wears, have enceuraped, ecither
accidentally or deliberately—
you can judge for yourself—
twercapacity, which means they
can contro] the prices of a lot
of commidities. Iron ore s a
goeod example. It's going to he
a great worry in the next three
years—because they can play
one couniry off against
another.,”

RTZ doee, Indeed, have some
evecatching  mismalches  be-
tween assets and returns.’ Laat
vear, one of weak meta] prices,

the company drew  three
quariers of itr profits - from
three activities—iron ore,

[ 4 :
Preservation

quo is desirable.

=-.The Cerro Colorado Project may never proceed, or al

uranium snd berax chemlecals.
Those sectors represenied only
35 per cent of assels. Australia
by contrast, delivered less
than 29 per cent of the profits,

All of this Is te a degree,
inevitable in a2 company where,
for all the diversification, the

cotsel baser Is stll wery much

(78 per cent) in the cyclical
mining and minerals area, It
is also, says Sir Alistalr, a prob-
lem when It comes 1o plotting
group sirategy and selling finan-
cial largets.

s ""With metal prices completely
pulside our control, you cannot
get good financial measuresr So
we concentrate really upon cost
of operation all ever the world,
We have got some of the lowest
cost ocperstione o the world,
but we haven't yet really found
& way of measuring the per-
formance of a single mining
company like PBougsinville”
{3 copper-gold mine o Fapua
MNew Guinea).

‘e are spending more and
more time at the cenlre thiok-
ing sbout the future of the
group and Jeaving the operators

10 do the operating,” says Sir
Alistalr,

It Is from this central soul-
gearching thag the diversifica-
Uion miomeoium has sprung. The
big tickey Items were the pur-
chase In 1982 of Tunnel Held-
ings and Thes. T. Ward, whose
varied engineering, ocement,
waste management, chemicals
and scrap businesses, have been
progrestively  sbhsorbed  Inlo
KTZ's maze of subsidiary hold-
Ing companies.

Asked what RTZ would
explore for were It 10 raise its
exzloration budpet, Sir Alistair
answers: ™ Coal”™ Although he is
worried about the prowing acid

‘market for melals and minerals,

which gave Rio Tinto ils name

‘always done, very largely upon

From Financial Times 9/I2/83

rain controversy, he believes pany which digs coal in several
that eo3l's long predicled emer- couniries sand which humit a
gence 3s a major prowth fuel lot of it in lis energy-intensive

cannot be much further delayed UK cement planus.

“We're hamstrung by having
ta buy from the National Coal
gays Sir Alistair, is to keep B?i.rd at a social price for coal.
costs down, At current copper We pay more thin our competd-
prices, he adds; atl of RTL's jers iz Europe,” he says
mines are profitable, although The answer, he supgests,
some, such as the Spanish mine might be imporis if RTZ could
find itsell a low<cost, portside

The secret, In such a sofltl

and 15 arigin, rely heavily upon ibﬂi"-iaﬂ iﬂﬂ South hAJ;:fa 1]15
-products, such as pold and ustralia, Ut wit s o
I DIRCNES, E friend Jan MaeGrepor at the

gilver,

In terms of overall carnings
prospects, RTZ's fortunes will
continue o depend, as they have

Coal Board and a3 Government
encouraging private elecincity
generaton under the terms of
the Energy Act, RTZ might yet
find another w3y 1o skin this
particular cat, should the
political elimate ever permit it

Another sceplical thought
nocurs to the culsider: how can
this global empire of nooks and
weaker Australian dnllar. City €rannies be managed from St
esiimates for final 1983 pre-tax  James’s Square? Is RTZ not in
carnings suggest L[5R80m te danger of becoming teo compli-
f600m, compared with Jast €ated for lis own good?
year's £341m. i " If we tried 1o manage It

:"'1!‘ H hugz head office it might
. w e ™ says Sir Alistair. * But we
Privatising A DRst, b i

All of this, however, seems Geceniralisation. You couldnt
to lack what used 1o be called 3ctually do it any other way
synergy. Why, for example, I3 Decause 3'9"9'9 become
the eement business attractlve ™illec-ridden
e RTZ sioce, as Industrial
activitles go. ft Iz highly sensl-,
tive to the economic cycle? ;

Sir Allstair's response 1s that,
12 & mining man, the cemen]:
cycle iz softer than a heartbeat. .
=It's still not much off the @

peak,” he says, “but it will
never go back (o where It was
in 107374, But it's pood cash
flow and It's In the VK™

He also, tantalisingly, sugpests
that there may be more synergy
than meels the eye for » com-

the mix of cemmeodity prices
and exchange rales, A glrong
dollar boosts sterling-denomi-
nsled profits, so things are still
going RTZ's way on that front,
although HRTZ could wuse a

Com-

in thal environment.

“One of the big atiractions of RTZ {5
that it's a voinpany that moves guickly
and decisively,” says Alistair Frame.
"You can always gel superior new people

“Yes, there were two or three of us
wha were always available il somebody
vame in with sumething exciting,” Tur-
ner recalls. "We didn’t wail for a board
mecting or any nonsense of that kind”

FORBES MAGAZINE
I6/ro/78

RTZ Chief Executive Alistair Frame

of the status quo

We believe thart,

least not for a wvery long time to come.
Guaymi will be more, and not less,
The threat to their survival stems, as

implies that
; in fact,
circumstances offer the Guaymi a future of bleak prospects.

threatened as a resull.
it
from their environment and not from RTZ Y

the status
their present

The surwviwval of the

fiut-

Alistair Frame

always has done,
Sir

From a letter te a London group




Rio Tinto Grosso

Those who watched the five-part seriaes on
Srazilian Amazonia recently (screened on
Channel 3 and L) may not-be surprised to
learn that multinetionals sre now moving in
behind the peasant guld—minurs.t-cl capture
even greater riches.

And who should be in the forefront of
this szecond wave, but EBritish Petroleun and
iio Tinto-Zinc.

Aecording to an artiéle in the Financial
Timea (I9/1/84) BP inerals has sta'ted out
dondonia, Gencor of South Africa npas sraobed
for Mines Gerais, while Hio has "plumped for
tne up and coming states of Mato Oross and
Goiaal

Up Bnd coning they may be,but :lato
Gross iz also one of the major indizencus
zreas of 3azil - thougzh also subject over a
lonz period to some of the worst assaults on
'indian' life and livelihood. A

-

The Financial Tiaes says that RT-Z has P ﬁ'fw'!" W AT e Eee 7 = s

surrendered its other interests in Srazil
nuclear Gobitween

(this must notably be its share in the Great-
| RT-Z
As if the whole world were not already its wastaie

ar Carajas project) to concentrate on zold.
Az yet, we don't !mow whether AT-I has spec-
-ific leases and if so, which areas they

cover and which Indian groups they threaten. (zeddit?) RT-Z,throuzh NUXEY of llest Germany,in
dpybre, Aeoan should s which it holds I8%,is planning to dump nuclear

'waste' in the Gobi desert of outer Mongolia.

WOIIIBII Speke Ou‘b-! The deal- engineered by a Dusseldorf business

In early Fel—uary a group of women,calling supremo called Alfred Hempel - has been approved

these lves Sis Brs in Support of Mamibia, by the Chinese,but so far the West German zover:a-
cut a hole through the fence at the RT-Z ment is azin' it.(They want to reprocess and possess
factory between Speke and Widnes and qot : d has
inslde. Large slogans were painted on one the plutonium fc_u— thenselves.) An m-:rbc:-d’}r
building (e.q. URANIUM XILLS! RIO TINTO asked the nomadic peoples of the Gobi,whether they
STINX. RTZ- THE HEW NAIIS. RTZ EXPLOITS exactly are in favour of eating,drinking,and sleep-
NS | , ing on the western world's hishly lethal nuclear
The wormen then discreetly left the vy washibn
compound ., irty 11 .
[ | .
e 've also had reports of siamilar (Guardian and Observer et al,Fe.'nruar':,r I?BJ.}

slogans being painted outside the HY of

HT-Z in 5t, James Sguare around the sare s

time. ‘leanwhile the all-women's Creenham RT- Z N Y TCH HUNT
nicket cont inues!

Thanks teo Pat “hite for this info,repro- Zespite the ieated objections of Ladour .2's and

dued From fersevside 040 newsletter J3/84 '?-fti-“h‘ (85 itself.the Conmons Select Comnittes on
Inerqy hag approved the Vyech Farm zell-off. This
means that this very promising oil-field in Jorset
TUIREGS will be 'privatised' and & jroup led by the oil
i company TAICENTAOL will walk off with & staxe warti
The (xford Trade Unton International RESE"’T‘:" about E450,000,000 for less than two Jundred =illion,
and Education (roup (TUIREG) is making avail- :
able for =ale (at E20) and hire (ar (5} the Jriginally 3ITZ waneed teo duy into Jytch Farm
excellent uranivem slide show made by the as a ra:f cover for its overseas rip-offs (sorry,
Znuth West Resources Center in the USA. profits.) It was styaied in I982: thouzh very recently
Called "PEOPLE AND ENERGY IN THE SOUTHWEST {April I984) fes interest revived,just before the
USA®, Further detaile froa: Tricentrol deal was approvod.
TUIREG, Ruskin College,Walton St, Oxford. Jot to be outdone,3T-Z has aonetheless been

buyiny into Tricentrol (sea Partiny Coapany late '33)

d and rupours ef an atteupred takzover have been srirl-
=i a.n ES ing since.

ds if this wasn't enowzh. IT-Z in February

The OTHER ECONOMIC SUMMIT is a counter-weight ot awarded the 'most attractive' license for another
to the establishoent's exercise in perpetuat- on=-shore prospect in Dorset - very close to ytch
ing its own domination,and will % ake place Fara. o

betwvesn June & and Jume IOth [984. There's
a conference (with pecple like Guy Dauncey,.
Herman Dmly and Manfred Max-Neef) and s
publie rally. Hardly any women in aight how-

aver.

Fources: FT I5/2/84,hardjan 23/3/84 and nany others

PARTiZANS is in desperate need of your continued help,

in crder to carry on exposing the depradations,not only
Sponsorhip 'per minute' is being invted §of the Rio Tinte-Zinc Corporation,but other bounty hunter

Further detalla fros: PLEASE SEND ALL YOU CAN {(we do accept krugerrands!) to:

TOES 42 W in Gdns,Lond SWIT 4DU
i | 218 Liverpool Rd.,London NI ILe (tel OI 609 I852)
M ————— | HANEL et e sien s ss s s AAATEES L s e ce e e

PARTING COMPANY is the bi-monthly journal d sopesnmenrann mner sy s o Pl tinae @
of PEOPLE AGAINST RIO TINTO-ZIIHC AND ITS 1
SUBSIDIARIES and costs £2 a year from: for a SUBSCRIPTION (f2 a ye&r) to Partinz Company and/or

II8 Liverpool Road. Landon NI ILE 3
Telephone: OI 609 [852 a donation to the work of Partizans.




